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The First Responder Network Authority closed the process Tuesday for the submission of final
bids from vendors interested in the contract to build a proposed national public safety
broadband network for first responders.

  

FirstNet CEO Mike Poth said Tuesday  the agency will now move to the evaluation phase and
plans to make a contract award as early as November for the deployment of a national wireless
network designed for use by first responders through a public-private partnership.

      

Poth noted that FirstNet also responded to at least 400 questions from industry since it issued
a request for proposals in January and received an additional 650 inquiries on the draft RFP
prior to the final solicitation’s release.

  

The agency also released 13 requests for information and three public notices to gather industry
input on acquisition strategies, objectives and other procurement issues associated with the
project.

  

“We will continue to engage with public safety to ensure there is a clear path forward for
network deployment once we make an award,” Poth said.

  

“Our top priorities over the next several months include continued outreach with public safety;
preparing for the delivery of state plans; assisting public safety incumbents through our
spectrum relocation grant program; further developing network policies; and positioning our
organization for the network partnership,” he added.
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