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Allegations made by an Iowa sheriff that the board of a $7 billion public-safety communications
network failed to follow ethical practices appear to be true, according to a report released by the
U.S. Department of Commerce earlier this month.

  

The Department of Commerce report said that board members of First Responder Network
Authority, a project to build a nationwide wireless communication system for public safety
officials, withheld financial information and failed to monitor possible conflicts.

  

The allegations were brought forth by Story County Sheriff Paul Fitzgerald in April 2013 at
FirstNet’s board meeting, which launched a review by the Commerce Department.

      

According to the report, FirstNet’s board is comprised of 12 local, state and federal public safety
officials, as well as telecommunications professionals. Fitzgerald is the only Iowa representative
on the board.

  

The Register previously reported Fitzgerald said in the April board meeting that FirstNet’s public
financial disclosure, conflict-of-interest and open-meetings regulations were not being followed.
Fitzgerald also criticized the fact that a number of the board members had close affiliations with
telecommunications companies.

  

“In my view, the process thus far employed by FirstNet is killing our credibility,” Fitzgerald said
in the meeting.

  

The allegations led to Politico, an online political journal, to request a number of emails from the
sheriff’s county account in July 2013. After the requests by Politico, federal officials told the
county that the emails should not be released because they were property of the U.S.
government and were protected by federal information requests.
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While the emails were sent from Fitzgerald’s county account, which is considered open to the
public, federal officials claimed they were property of the U.S. government because they
regarded Fitzgerald’s involvement with the FirstNet board.

  

Federal officials launched a legal battle, attempting to keep the county from releasing the
emails. Earlier this year a federal judge ruled that the emails could not be released by the
county.
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